Teacher’s Guide
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Pre-reading:
 

Look at the front cover. What do you think the main problem will be in this story? What do you think will happen in the end?

Keep a journal as if you were Bubba while you read the novel. Write an entry at the end of each chapter as if you were Bubba reacting to what has just happened.

CHAPTER ONE … THE THREE STINKATEERS
1] Why is Bubba worried about delivering the Skunkinator to Moonbaby and Margo?

2] Where did the boys get the Skunkinator?

3] Write a third verse for Rad Chad’s song.

4] Describe Moonbaby Orbit. How is she different than Margo Marvelous?
5] How do Harold and Rad Chad get Bubba to put the present on Margo’s doorstep and ring her doorbell?

6] Make a different card that the boys might put on their present to Margo and Moonbaby.

CHAPTER TWO      YOU’RE ON CHICKENPLUCKER!

1] Why do you think Mrs. Begonia says to Bubba, “You’re becoming a very responsible and mature young man.”?
2] Pretend you’re Bubba and you don’t want to ‘return to the scene of the crime”. What might you say to Harold?

3] Give two reasons why Bubba might regret “skunkifying” Margo and Moonbaby.

4] What advice would you give to Bubba about what he should do next?

CHAPTER THREE       BOYS STINK!
1] Write a new verse for Rad Chad’s song.
2] Why do you think the girls didn’t shoot the boys with their water pistols as soon as they met them?

3] What do you think Moonbaby has in mind when she says “They’ll need, like, lots and lots of teaching.”?

4] Research “Tasmanian Devil”. Write a paragraph about it.
5] What do you think Moonbaby means when she answers Bubba’s question about wanting to get the boys back for “skunkifying” her and Margo?
6] What do these words mean: absolute deserve, collapse?

CHAPTER FOUR … LAST ONE IN IS A CROSS-EYED COW!
1] Why does Bubba say, "Actually, I think Margo and Moonbaby might have done us a big favor."?

2] Do you think the girls will return the clothes? Why or why not?
3] What would you do if you were Moonbaby and Margo?

4] What would you do if you were Bubba, Harold, and Rad Chad?

5] Why was Bubba so upset about being sprayed with perfume? Why was Rad Chad upset?

6] Make up a new song for Moonbaby to sing as she runs off with the boys’ clothes.

CHAPTER FIVE … WHAT NOW, O BRAINLY ONE?

1] What three things worry Bubba the most about their situation?
2] Does Bubba think the boys are smarter than the girls? How do you know?
3] What does Harold mean by “brainly”?

4] Make up a new chant that the Mudmen might use.
5] Why would Bubba find it hard to eat a squirrel?

6] What would suggest the boys do to cover themselves?

CHAPTER SIX … EENY MEENY.
1] Make a list of Mudmen words that Harold could use. Make sure you give the English meaning as well!
2] Why doesn’t Bubba want to wear a dress?

3] Why doesn’t Rad Chad want to do Eeny Meeny to decide who goes to get the dresses?

4] Write your own version of the Eeny-Meeny poem.

5] Why does Rad Chad stop running when the bulldog is chasing him?

6] Even after the bulldog is stopped by his chain, why does Rad Chad not feel safe?
7] What do these words mean: flutter, whine, rhythm, pathetic, invader?
CHAPTER SEVEN … RORF! RORF! RORF!
1] Make up your own Mudmen names for Harold, Rad Chad and Bubba.

2] What is it about Margo’s backyard that scares Rad Chad?

3] Where does Harold think Margo and Moonbaby have gone?

4] When Harold says, “That’s the best cockadoodle idea yet! But I got an even better one,” what does he mean?
5] Research Rottweiler. Write a paragraph about this type of dog.

6] How do the boys plan to get to Camp What-A-Girl?

7] Research: Why can’t people hear a dog whistle?

8] Rad Chad took two huge jugs from the shed. What was in them and why did he choose them?

9] Why do you think Margo didn’t take Hippo to the dog show at Camp-What-A-Girl?
10] How do the boys deal with Hippo’s gas problem?

CHAPTER EIGHT…MOMMY! DADDY! HELP!

1] When the boys come upon the Deerwatson Pooch Parade, why don’t they just turn around and go another way?

2] How does Harold try to stop Officer Pinchkiddy?
3] How does Bubba try to stop Officer Pinchkiddy?
4] Name three tings the boys do to disrupt the parade?

5] What was the sound they dreaded most?

6] Bubba says he can’t go to jail. Why?

7] What does Rad Chad think jail will be like?
CHAPTER NINE…IT’S SIMPLE, YOU COCKADOODLE COWPATTIES!
1] Why does Bubba whack Harold over the head with a foot-long weenie?
2] What was Harold’s idea for helping them to get closer to the stage without being seen?

3] When Harold said, “That is a brainly great idea!” what was he talking about?

4] Why was Rad Chad so upset with Margo Marvelous?

5] As they drove past the stage Bubba thought, “This can’t be good!”. What made him think this way?
6] How did the boys finally get their clothes back?

CHAPTER TEN…MAYBE WE COULD SHAVE ’EM BALD!

1] Why did the boys dive into the swimming pool?

2] Why did Bubba not like Harold’s idea of getting revenge?

3] Why did Rad Chad not like Harold’s idea of getting revenge?

4] How did the boys get rid of the mud and the rhubarb leaves they were wearing?

5] Why did Harold not want Bubba to leave?

6] Do you think the boys have learned any lesson from what has just happened?
CHAPTER ELEVEN … GIDDY UP, BUBBA BOY!
1] How did Bubba dry his wet clothes?
2] Why did Becky yell “Giddy up, Bubba Boy!”?

3] Why did Bubba tell his dad that the TV was broken?

4] What do these words mean: whinny, goner, stampede, panic, doom, investigation?
5] Why do you think Moonbaby didn’t tell the reporter that Bubba and his friends were The Mudmen of The Koola Boola?
6] Pretend you are a reporter for Deerwatson TV News and write your own report about The Mudmen.

7] Using hand signals only, make another message that Moonbaby might send to Bubba.

Additional Assignments

Knowledge:

1. Describe Bubba Begonia in your own words. His looks and his personality.

2. Make a chart with each character’s name and a description of them from the book. 

Comprehension:

 

1. List five main events from the story in the order they appear. 

2. List 5 decisions Bubba, Harold and Rad Chad made during the story. Why do you think they made those decisions? Do you agree with all of their decisions or would you have done something differently?
 

Application:

 

1. Write five interview questions you would like to ask Bubba. Do the same for one of the other characters in the story.

2. Draw a picture of your favorite scene. 

3. Create a new friend for Bubba! Describe the character. Draw the character. Write what they might say and do about the idea of “skunkifying” Moonbaby and Margo.

 Analyze:

 

1. Compare Margo and Moonbaby. 

2. Predict what Bubba will be when he grows up. Explain your answer. Do the same for Moonbaby.

 

Synthesize:

 

1. What would you do or say if you (like Bubba Begonia): 

A. Were being talked into playing a practical joke on some of your classmates?
B. Found yourself “out in the middle of nowhere” with no clothes?
C. Had to explain to Officer Pinchkiddy what you were doing?
 

Evaluation:

 

1. Describe what might happen the next day if Bubba and Moonbaby were to meet up.
2. What is your favorite part of the story? Why? 

Multiple Intelligence Projects For “Bubba Begonia, You’ll Be Sorry!”
Verbal/ Linguistic

What if everyone talked like Harold when he was a Mudman! Ya ya umkaka dada! Write a conversation between two people who sound just like Harold Boom Boom.
 -or-

A limerick is a five line poem [usually funny!] Find out more about limericks and write one about Bubba Begonia or one of the other characters in the story.

 -or- 

Pretend you’re Officer Pinchkiddy and you have arrested Bubba Begonia. Write the conversation he might have when he phones Mrs. Begonia to let her know her son is in jail.
 -or-

Write a pamphlet about your favourite breed of dog. Find out everything there is to know about owning such an animal like personality, size, kind of home it needs, food requirements, etc.

 

 

Logical/ Mathematical
 

 Lots of dogs were chasing the Hummer. From the parade there were 7 brown dogs, 12 lapdogs, 3 poodles, 4 German Shepherds, 1 three-legged dog, 8 black dogs, and 6 Huskies. From Camp-What-A-Girl there were 2 Sam Bernards, 3 poodles, 6 little black dogs, 12 big brown dogs and 12 mutts and you can even count Hippo The Black-Nosed Rottenweiler. How many paws were chasing the Hummer?
If the Mudmen took the bus to Camp What-A-Girl it would cost each of them $1.30 for a one way ticket. How much would it cost for the three of them to get to the camp and back? How much change would they get if they paid with a $20 bill?

Bubba left his house at 10:15 AM and returned at 4:29 PM. How long was he away?

If the Mudmen found a clothing store where shirts cost $8.00, pants cost $12.50, socks were $3.25, shoes $20.00 and underwear was $3.75. How much money would they need to buy clothes for all three of them? 

The Hummer travels 8 kilometres per hour. It’s 20 kilometres to Camp What-A-Girl. How long would it take to drive to the camp and back?
 

Visual/ Spatial
Make a diorama of Bubba, Harold and Rad Chad on the Barbie Hummer. Use a cardboard box or shoe box, plasticine, paper cutouts, or found objects. You could include Margo and Moonbaby and Camp What-A-Girl or perhaps the boys and girls at the Pooch Parade.

Body/ Kinesthetic
 

Act out these scenes from the book: 

Bubba, Harold and Rad Chad delivering the Skunkinator to Margo’s house.
The boys when they meet Moonbaby and Margo with their water guns.
The boys when they are in Margo’s yard getting ready to go to Camp What-A-Girl.
The boys when they discover the yard with dresses hanging on the clothesline.
When Officer Pinchkiddy pulls the boys over.
Musical/ Rhythmic
 

In small groups, write a song about Bubba Begonia or the events in the story to the tune of one of these songs or make up your own melody. [Share your song with the class!)

 

B-I-N-G-O

Mary Had a Little Lamb

She’ll Be Coming ‘Round The Mountain

Or choose your own favourite song.

 

Interpersonal
 

Pretend Officer Pinchkiddy put Bubba in jail. Write a letter from Bubba to his gramma explaining to her how he got there and what he plans to do when he gets out.
 

Intrapersonal
Write a poem about Bubba and all of his adventures as a Mudman. End your poem with what you think is the moral of the story.

 

