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Pre-reading:
 

Look at the front cover. What do you think the main problem will be in this story? What do you think will happen in the end?

Keep a journal as if you were Bubba while you read the novel. Write an entry at the end of each chapter as if you were Bubba reacting to what has just happened.

Chapter One  EW YUCKIES

1] What advice would you give Bubba about his first day at a new school?

2] How does Bubba think his first day at school will turn out?

3] Research “warthog”. Write a paragraph about it.

4] Is Bubba really nervous about going to his new school? How do you know?

Chapter Two   MISS PIMPLE

1] Why does Bubba get excited when he hears that his new teacher looks like Barbie?

2] When Miss Pimple enters the room, Bubba only places one hand on his desktop. Why?

3] Be a “poetess” like Margo. Write your own love poem.
4] What kind of souvenirs might Rad Chad sell ‘out by the swings at recess’?

5] What does Harold mean when he says “… squeeze cackleberries outa my cockadoodle chickens”?

6] Why does Margo say, “You should send him [Harold] to the office, Miss Pimple”?

7] Name a breed of dog and suggest some names Moonbaby might use for that kind of dog.

Chapter Three … STOP, BARBIE! STOP!

1] Write what Bubba might have said to his new classmates if his finger didn’t get stuck in his nose.

2] What do these words mean: whiplash, contagious, extreme, cartwheel?
3] Miss Pimple thinks Harold’s suggestion for solving the problem is ‘extreme’. Do you agree? Why or why not?
4] Why did Miss Pimple send Margo to find Mr. Zitmeister, the principal?
5] What does Bubba think will happen when Miss Pimple gets all of the students to help her pull on is arm?

6] Why do you think Harold starts to sing “I’ve been workin’ on the railroad”?

Chapter Four … NUCKLE NINKLES

1] All of the students have suggestions for Mr. Zitmeister to try. What would you suggest? Think of as many as you can. Be funny!
2] Of all of the students’ suggestions which one do you like the best? Why?

3] Mr. Zitmeister asks Bubba, “Well, young man, what do you have to say for yourself?” Write three different answers Bubba might give. Write them the way Bubba talks!

4] Why do you think Moonbaby is the only one who can understand Bubba?

5] Mr. Zitmeister thinks Miss Pimple has a ‘very unusual class’. Do you agree? Why or why not?

6] What was Mr. Zitmeister’s idea for solving the problem? Do you think it’s a good one?
7] What is it about Mr. Zitmeister’s suggestion that worries Bubba?

8] How do you think the school nurse will solve the problem?

Chapter Five … THIS COULD BE DANGEROUS

1] What do these words mean? Abrupt, stethoscope, exception, jackhammer, amputate
2] Why do you think Bubba’s heart is ‘thumping like a jackhammer’?

3] How does Nurse Needlebottom first try to solve the problem? What is her second idea?

4] What do you think Bubba means when he says “Nu nig nat nupid nanoo nirk nit!”?
5] What is The Heimlich Manoeuvre?
Chapter Six … YOU MIGHT THINK IT’S FUNNY … IT’S NOT!

1] What did the three firemen bring into the classroom?
2] Chief Bernie McTorch says he’s had ‘a lot of experience with this kind of thing’. Do you believe him? Why or why not?

3] Did Bubba appreciate the efforts of the firemen? Explain your answer.

4] Why do the firemen leave the classroom so quickly?

5] Is Bubba happy to hear that Mr. Zitmeister is sending for Becky? How do you know?

6] What do these words mean? Coil, expel, snivel, tromp, stammer

Chapter Seven … KAPOWEEEEEE!

1] Does Margo like Becky? How do you know?
2] What does Mr. Zitmeister mean when he says, “This class is going to be the death of me, Miss Pimple.”?

3] Why does Margo think Bubba will look like “…a big fat walrus with tusks”, if he were to get two fingers stuck in his nose?

4] Will Bubba and Becky be accepted at their new school? How do you know?
Chapter Eight … BLESS YOU, BUBBA!

1] Does Bubba appreciate what Becky did for him? How do you know?

2] Do you think Bubba will stop messin’ with his nose? Why or why not?

3] Do you think Bubba learned anything else besides not to mess with his nose?
4] Who do you think will become Bubba’s best friend from all of his new classmates? Why?
Additional Assignments
Knowledge:

 

1. Describe Bubba Begonia in your own words. 

2. Make a chart with each character’s name and a description of them from the book. 

Comprehension:

 

1. List five main events from the story in the order they appear. 

2. Describe what is happening in Bubba’s life at the beginning of the story. 

 

Application:

 

1. Write five interview questions you would like to ask Bubba. Do the same for one of the other characters in the story.

2. Draw a picture of your favorite scene. 

3. Create a new classmate for Bubba! Describe the character. Draw the character. Write what they might say when they introduced themselves to the class. 

 Analyze:

 

1. Compare Margo and Moonbaby. 

2. Predict what Bubba will be when he grows up. Explain your answer. Do the same for Moonbaby.

 

Synthesize:

 

1. What would you do or say if you (like Bubba Begonia): 

A. Had to go to a new school for the first time? 

B. Had to walk a little sister or brother to school on your first day? 

C. Were asked to tell your new classmates what you like to do when you’re not in school? 

 

Evaluation:

 

1. Decide what happens on Bubba’s second day at school. 

2. What is your favorite part of the story? Why? 

Multiple Intelligence Projects For “Bubba Begonia, You’ll Be Sorry!”
Verbal/ Linguistic

What if everyone talked like Bubba with his finger stuck in his nose! Write a conversation between two people who sound just like Bubba.
 -or-

A limerick is a five line poem [usually funny!] Find out more about limericks and write one about Bubba Begonia or one of the other characters in the story.

 -or- 

Pretend you’re Miss Pimple. Write a note to Bubba’s parents about his first day at Deerwatson Elementary School.

 -or-
Write a pamphlet about your favourite breed of dog. Find out everything there is to know about owning such an animal like personality, size, kind of home it needs, food requirements, etc.
 

 

Logical/ Mathematical
 

 Rad Chad Souvenirs! Rad Chad sells t-shirts for $7.00, buttons for $2.50. and photos for $0.75. How much money will he make if sells 4 t-shirts, 3 buttons and 2 photos?

Moonbaby Doggie Namer! Moonbaby wants to buy a new pink and green striped jacket that costs $87. In her doggie naming business she charges $3.00 to name a doggie. How many dogs will she have to name before she can afford the new jacket?

Harold buys a t-shirt, a button and a photo from Rad Chad. How much change will he get if he pays with a $20 bill?

Rad Chad buys his t-shirts for $5.00 and sells them for $7.00. How many will he have to sell to make $32.00?

How much money would Moonbaby make if she named each type of dog she mentions when she tells the class she wants to be a doggie namer?

 

Visual/ Spatial
Make a diorama of Bubba’s classroom. Use a cardboard box or shoe box, plasticine, paper cutouts, or found objects. Include Miss Pimple, Bubba, and his classmates. You could also include Nurse Needlebottom, the firemen, or Becky if you want!
Body/ Kinesthetic
 
Act out these scenes from the book: 

Bubba and Mrs. Begonia at the beginning of the story.
Firemen preparing to solve Bubba’s problem.
Mr. Zitmeister entering Miss Pimple’s classroom.
Miss Pimple trying to help Bubba by herself.
Nurse Needlebottom’s first and second attempts to help Bubba.
Musical/ Rhythmic
 

In small groups, write a song about Bubba Begonia or the events in the story to the tune of one of these songs or make up your own melody. [Share your song with the class!)
 

B-I-N-G-O

Mary Had a Little Lamb

She’ll Be Coming ‘Round The Mountain
Or choose your own favorite song.

 

Interpersonal
 

Write a letter from Bubba to his best friend at his old school telling him how things are going at his new school.
 

Intrapersonal
Write a poem about Bubba and all of the people who tried to help him. End your poem with what you think is the moral of the story.
 

 

 

